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1 M JOt RNALIST DISCUSSES INDIAN SOVEREIGNTY, MEDIA ISSUES 
MISSOULA—
Dennis McAuliffe Jr., the First-ever Native American journalist-in-residence at The 
l niversity )f Montana, will share his views on media coverage of Native American issues at a 
lecture Thursday, Feb. 25, at UM’s Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
McAulifte’s talk, “ I he Media and Misunderstanding of Native American Sovereignty,” 
w ill begin at 7 30 p m. in the First-floor meeting room at Missoula’s Milwaukee Station, 
located beside the Clark Fork River near the Higgins Avenue Bridge. A reception will follow 
the talk.
McAuliffe is on leave during 1999 from the Washington Post, where he has worked for 
16 years, 11 of those at the foreign desk. Since 1996 he’s been the night foreign editor, 
responsible for getting late-breaking stories -  such as the death of Pnncess Diana in August 
1997 -  into any of the paper’s Five editions. He’s edited some of the most important stories in 
recent history, including ones about the Persian Gulf War, the Panama invasion and the fall of 
the Berlin Wall An enrolled member of the Osage tribe of Oklahoma, McAuliffe also was the 
driving force behind the Post’s instituting in 1998 a Native American reporting beat.
’‘{McAuliffe) feels that the media played an important role in the general public’s 
misunderstanding of Native American sovereignty issues." said UM Professor William Farr.
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associate d ;rector for humanities and culture at the Center for the Rocky Mountain West, 
sponsor of McAuliffe's talk “He’s particularly well-positioned to evaluate that issue because 
of his credentials as an experienced journalist with the Washington Post and because of his 
membership in the Osage tribe. He can give us a valuable perspective we wouldn’t otherwise 
have "
McAulitte holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Maryland but took his first 
newspaper job at age 15 w ith the now-defunct Washington Daily News. He later served in the 
Army during Vietnam and worked as a stringer in Panama for Reuters and the London 
Observer.
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